Stuninarv. The occurrence of 2 gibberellin-like substances was demiionstrated in the developing banana fruit, MuIsa sapicititumi, Linn. Chemical and biological evidence led to the tentative identification of the 2 compounds as GA7 and GA. ( 
The naturally occurring hormones of the banana fruit have received less attention than those of other fruits. The work of Steward and Simmonds (13) , Nichols (11) , and that of Khalifah (7) represents the only literature concerned with natural hormones of bananas. Simrmonds (12) suggested a role of auxin in the development of parthenocarpic banana fruit on the basis of his exogenous application of a-naphthylacetic acid. A cell division factor, presumably a cytokinin (13) , and an auxin, identified as indoleacetic acid (7) , were extracted from young banana fruit. Based on indirect evidence from paper chromatography, IAA or an indole compound very closely allied to it was postulated in seeded banana fruit (11) . No work has been done on naturally occurring gibberellins or gibberellin-like compounds in bananas. This paper reports the existence of 2 gibberellin-like substances in the developing banana fruit. Data from thin-layer chromatography, fluorometric assay, column chromatography, and biological assays provided tentative identification of the 2 compounds.
Materials and Methods
Young fruiit of the parthenocarpic banana Miusa sapientutmn, Linni. was sampled when it reached about 6.5 cm long. The fruit was frozen immediately in (Irv ice andl was thawed in absolute methanol just prior to analysis. Extraction was carried out by iiiaceratinig the whole fruit in 80 % miiethanol with a \Varinig blendor and shaking the nmixture for 3 hours. All subsequent steps were identical with those (lescribed previously (7), except for the use of ethyl acetate instead of ether. The final ethyl acetate extract was fractionated by thin-layer chromatography (9) and gradient elution column chromatography (5 Literature Cited
